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UK Child Poverty rises - 66% of poor children are now in working families 

In 2014-15, UK child poverty increased by 200,000 to 3.9 million (after housing costs) 
 
66% of poor children live in working families (up from 64%) 
 
In response to the latest child poverty figures, Alison Garnham, Chief Executive of Child 
Poverty Action Group, said: 
 
“In the week we heard the Government is shelving its life chances strategy, we now know more children are  
facing the harsh reality of growing up poor in the UK today. There are 200,000 more children in poverty than the 
previous year – but the overall trend is even more worrying. 
 
“These grim figures reinforce projections from experts like the IFS and the Resolution Foundation that UK child 
poverty is set to rise by 50 per cent or more by 2020. 
 
“Our children cannot afford for the Government to be distracted by Brexit and lose control of child poverty. 
 
“A decade ago, when David Cameron became party leader, he promised that under his leadership his party would 
measure and act on child poverty. It’s a tragedy that we are now talking about rises in child poverty not falls. It’s 
also hugely depressing that at a time when we’re seeing rising child poverty the Government has passed  
legislation that eliminates its target to reduce child poverty, or even to report on the progress it is making. 
 
“Child poverty isn’t inevitable – the Government needs to invest in our children so we can all share the rewards 
of a stronger economy and a fairer society. 
 
“Two thirds of poor children are in working families, and it is these families who will be hit by cuts to Universal 
Credit and tax credits announced in last year’s Summer Budget. Working families need a clear and adequately 
funded plan to tackle the low pay and high housing and childcare costs that expose so many parents to hardship. 
Families with children and our economy need the Government to start delivering on its promised all-out assault 
on poverty.”   

Community Voices 
 

This week we are very pleased to hear from Darryl, a service user at Back on Track. GMPA profiled Back on Track’s 
work recently . Darryl shares his journey with us, from his early life leading to imprisonment through to life after 
prison. His moving testimony about how important Back on Track’s service provision has been to him and to others 
around him has inspired him to want to be a support worker himself. 
 

Darryl says: “Me, doing all these things, and coming out the other  
side, it shows people in hospital who have been there for so long,  
that is does happen, people can move, people can get out.” 
 

To hear or watch previous GMPA interviews please visit our  
YouTube Channel  Community Voices 

http://cpag.org.uk/
http://cpag.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72_B8R8LoLw
http://www.gmpovertyaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/June15th-2016.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrwKJRsF5w41DIGFluZoutQ
https://youtu.be/72_B8R8LoLw


 Shop Smarter with Smarterbuys Store 

 

Smarterbuys Store is an ethical alternative to weekly payment stores and high street lenders that enables their 

customers to spread the cost of their goods over a two-year period. With a representative APR of just 24.19% 

(fixed) they offer some of the best deals on the market.  
 

Smarterbuys Store are committed to the highest possible level of customer service and to  

treating customers fairly which means that they always make sure customers can safely 

and securely afford the items they want. They help their customers to choose a payment 

plan that works for them including weekly, fortnightly or even monthly payments.   
 

Smarterbuys Store has successfully partnered with a number of landlords to offer goods 

to customers nationwide and now have nine different franchises stretching from  

Greenock in Scotland right down to Somerset.  They work very closely with their  

franchisee partners to ensure that they are providing the best possible service to  

customers, helping them to turn their houses into homes. 
 

They sell household products from fridge freezers, washing machines and cookers, living 

room furniture which includes sofa sets and occasional tables and bedroom furniture of 

all kinds. They also offer small electronic goods such as tablets and laptop computers. 
 

Smarterbuys recently helped a lady who moved in to a new home with her new-born baby. She desperately  

needed some essential household items including kitchen appliances but had limited finances. Smarterbuys were 

able to provide a kitchen package deal at under £10 per week, payable over two years.  

 

More information and the range of goods is available on the website  

Join The 2016 Manchester Sleepout  
On Friday November 4th, 2016 at  Manchester Cathedral 
 
The Manchester Sleepout is back and we'd love you to join us!  
 
We're asking you to take on the challenge of sleeping out for one night only, to  
highlight the hardships faced by homeless people night after night. By joining The  
Manchester Sleepout in 2016 you'll help raise vital funds to support homeless 
people in our community. Places are limited so we recommend you register as 
soon as possible. 

 
In 2015, we raised over £60,000 which is incredible!  
With your help the 2016 Manchester Sleepout will be  
even bigger and better.  
 
Hundreds of people will be joining us for this great event. 

 
Register for The 
Manchester 
Sleepout 2016 

 
Find out more 
about the 
Sleepout 

Photos from the 2015 

Sleepout 

http://www.smarterbuys.org.uk/
https://data.boothcentre.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2226&qid=55436
https://data.boothcentre.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2226&qid=55436
https://data.boothcentre.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2226&qid=55436
https://data.boothcentre.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2227&qid=55436
https://data.boothcentre.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2227&qid=55436
https://data.boothcentre.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=2227&qid=55436


 Why GM Poverty Action? 
 

In the Recommendations Report of the  
GM Poverty Commission, 2.4 Maintaining  

Momentum on Poverty called for the  
formation of a Poverty Action Group to help  
take forward the work of the Commission.  

 

A small number of public, private and civic  
sector individuals came together to  

form GMPA . This group has since grown to  
over 100 organisations plus many  

independent individuals. 
 

GMPA is based upon principles of cooperation  
between organisations.  

Forthcoming Events: 
 

 

Fareshare UK & The Trussell Trust Neighburhood Food Collection  
30th June, 1st & 2nd July 2016 at a Tesco store near you. 

This is the 8th food collection running with 
Tesco.  If you can give just a few hours at your 
local store then together we can make 
a bigger difference than ever to some of the 
people currently living in deep poverty.  
Stockport Foodbank alone collected 3,700kgs 
at one store over the three days at Christmas. 

Be part of it:  Register HERE 
 
 

 

Peace and Unity, One Community  
Sunday July 17th, 2016 from 1.30 - 5pm at Manchester Town Hall , 
Albert Square , Manchester, M60 2LA  
 
Peace and Unity, One Community is a multi-faith event which aims to 
bring people together to celebrate our cultural diversity. Guest  
speakers include The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor Carl Austin
-Behan and the Interim Mayor and Police and Crime Commissioner 
Tony Lloyd.  There will be table discussions alongside cultural  
performances and refreshments will be served.  The Dean of  
Manchester, The Very Reverend Rogers Govender will open the event 
which has been organised by Manchester Cathedral, Manchester City 
Council and representatives from faith and community groups across 
Greater Manchester.  People of all faiths or none are welcome to 
attend this free event.  More information and booking 

 

 

End Hunger UK campaign planning session 
Monday July 18th, 2016  from 3  - 5pm  
at Bridge 5 Mill, 22a Beswick Street, Ancoats,  Manchester M4 7HR  

 

Come and plan your local End Hunger events 
as part of a national campaign on World 
Food Day in October.  All are welcome and 
you could get inspired by each others ideas. 
 

Event Fee £3  More information and book 

 
 
 

What’s happening with GM Health and Social Care Devolution? 
Thursday July 21st, 2016 9am - 12 noon at the Friends' Meeting House, 
6 Mount St,  Manchester M2 5NS 
 
Each Greater Manchester district is developing a Locality Plan which 
will lever in Transformation funding. Meanwhile thematic plans for 
areas such as mental health, cancer, learning disabilities and dementia 
are being developed at the Greater Manchester level. Involvement of 
VCSE organisations in the development and delivery of all these plans 
is patchy. This event provides an opportunity to engage directly with 
key decision-makers.  

Further Information and Booking 

For more information about  
Greater Manchester Poverty Action  

 

please visit our website, follow us on  
Twitter or visit our Facebook page. 

 
All these platforms are there to share  
news and opinion from our readers,   
from GM Poverty Action and from  

the community. 
 

We want to celebrate our successes,  
find new ways of working together and  
provide a voice for the people living in  
poverty in our region. But we can only  

do this with your help and support. 
 

For more information or to share your  
news please contact Chris or Peter. 

 
Copies of previous newsletters are available 

on our website  

 

If you would like to contact us or submit an  
article for inclusion in a newsletter please  
get in touch in one of the following ways:  

 
Post:  c/o 5th Floor Church House,   

90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH 
 

Or contact our Communications Manager:  
Chris Bagley  T: 07419 774537    Email  
and we will reply as soon as possible.   

 
NB GMPA does not have full-time dedicated  

administrative support so please do not  
expect an immediate response.  

 

http://www.fareshare.org.uk/food-collection-2016/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peace-and-unity-event-tickets-25950198743
http://feedingmanchester.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=3827
https://www.gmcvo.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=2332
http://www.gmpovertyaction.org
https://twitter.com/GMPovertyAction
https://www.facebook.com/GMPovertyAction/
mailto:chris@gmpovertyaction.org
mailto:peter@gmpovertyaction.org
http://www.gmpovertyaction.org
mailto:chris@gmpovertyaction.org

