
 
 

        Newsletter  November 30th, 2016  

What others are saying about the Autumn Statement 

Matthew Jackson, Deputy Chief Executive of the Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES), argues that the Statement 
"means very little for local economies and people in our communities, because the misplaced faith in failed ‘trickle down’  
economics persists; low wage workers continue to lose out and changes to Universal Credit are too little, too late" 

He proposes practical steps to change the economic model in the UK so that it brings greater benefits for local economies and 
communities. Read more 
 
From IPPR North, Luke Raikes, research fellow, said,  "Devolving employment programmes to London will enable the capital to 
support the unemployed more effectively. This is very welcome, but if it’s good enough for London it’s good enough for the 
combined authorities across the North too. Furthermore, they will need to draw on the whole public sector to support the hard-
est to help most effectively." You can see IPPR North's report calling for the new Work Programme's devolution here 

On affordable homes, Ed Cox, Director of IPPR North, said: "Plans to build more affordable homes are welcome but... England 
has not one housing market but many. We need to see a new devolution deal on housing where mayors and combined  
authorities commit to ambitious long-term house-building targets in return for an expanded menu of powers and resources." 
Read more. On the announcement of £2bn for Research and Development, Ed added: “The government is right to invest more 
in research and development, and in its move to spread prosperity beyond the capital should consider the regional impact of 
this money. Currently over 80 per cent of research funding goes to the South East’s ‘golden triangle’. Only this week, an IPPR 
North report found that investing catch-up cash for health research in the North could save lives and create good jobs.” 
 
At the Manchester Evening News, Jennifer Williams and Todd Fitzgerald guided readers through the Autumn Statement, and 
what it means for Greater Manchester here  
 

And Shelina Begum said that Greater Manchester business leaders welcomed a ‘cautious but optimistic’ Autumn Statement. 
Read the article here.  

No Jam or Justice in the Autumn Statement  
by Niall Cooper of Church Action on Poverty 
 
This week’s Autumn Statement announced further years of pain ahead, as the economy adjusts to the 
likely impact of Brexit.  An economic policy grounded in social justice might have sought to place the 
greatest burden on those most able to bear it.  But, yet again, it is the poorest who are being called on  
to shoulder the greatest pain. 
 
As the independent Institute for Fiscal Studies’ chart below demonstrates, the cumulative impact of tax and benefit reforms 
are clear and unambiguous.  The incomes of the poorest are hardest hit – by far – whilst the wealthy escape scot free. 
 
The freeze on benefits will leave the poorest families 
around £350 per year worse off, but leave the incomes 
of middle earners and the wealthiest in society  
untouched.  Those who are currently only ‘just about  
managing’ already have bare wallets, bare cupboards, 
and mounting bills to pay. How can they be expected to 
take a further £7 out of their weekly budget? 
 
It cannot be right that it is these families who are being 
asked to make yet another sacrifice, when their  
wealthier neighbours are not being asked to do  
likewise. For many it will mean increased debt, worse 
diets, no chance of a holiday for the foreseeable future.  
 
For some it will mean a trip to the foodbank. 

Source 

http://www.cles.org.uk/news/autumn-statement-2016-the-local-economic-and-people-perspective/
http://www.ippr.org/publications/welfare-earnback
http://www.wired-gov.net/wg/news.nsf/articles/IPPR+North+comment+on+the+Autumn+Statement+25112016083500?open
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/greater-manchester-news/autumn-statement-2016-greater-manchester-12217279
http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/business/business-news/autumn-statement-chancellor-unveils-measure-12220007
Source:%20https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/budgets/as2016/as2016_tw.pdf


 Will we ever again be a country without food banks? 

Before 2004 there were almost no food banks in the UK, at least no highly organised, high profile ones.  They  
already existed in Europe in Paris and Brussels.  In 1986 the European Federation of Food Banks was launched, by 
1992 there were food banks in Spain, Italy and Portugal and by 2001 Poland, Greece and Luxembourg. 
 

After 2004 they began to be established in the UK, Germany and Hungary.  The financial crisis 
of 2008 and austerity measures since have seen them become a part of our landscape. 
 

The Trussel Trust now have 420+ food banks in the UK with over one thousand distribution 
points open at least once a week and if Greater Manchester is anything to go by, there are 
almost as many,  if not more, other food banks run by churches, community centres, charities 
and local action groups. Some use a referral or voucher system, some are open to all.  
 

That probably means over 800 foodbanks collecting donated food – or food bought with donations – sorting it, 
storing it, stocking the distribution centres and giving out food to their clients every week.  Last year The Trussell 
Trust alone gave out over 1.1 million 3 day emergency food supplies and let’s be clear – you don’t go to a food 
bank for fun.  You go because you have no choice if you want to feed your family or yourself.  The volunteer staff 
who run all these foodbanks are warm hearted people who aim to make the experience of visiting a food bank as  
unembarrassing and straightforward as possible.  The visitors are often offered a cup of tea while they wait, as 
food parcels are tailored so that they can allow for the family’s needs and their available cooking facilities.  
 

Many of the people using food banks are in work but not earning enough to cover all their bills.  A recent study 
(Professor Donald Hirsch for Child Poverty Action Group, the Cost of a Child in 2016 report) showed that a couple 
earning the National Living wage, ie not the real Living Wage, can no longer afford to give their children “food, 
clothing, heating, as well as modest items required for social participation.” The report concludes that “pressure 
on family budgets is intensifying for low-income families, with childcare and housing costs increasingly the  
deciding factor in whether parents can achieve what the public regards as a minimum standard of living.” 
 

In-work poverty is a very serious problem. By 2013/4 63% of children living in poverty were in households where at 
least one adult was in work1  and whilst the minimum wage helped reduce poverty and remove some of the most 
exploitative pay rates, the UK economy still retains a high proportion of low paid jobs compared to many other 
developed nations2. 
 

The Autumn Statement on November 23rd, 2016 included an announcement that the National Living Wage would 
be increased from £7.20 to £7.50 in April 2017 but the real Living Wage is already £8.45.   
 

What happens to companies that still pay below the Living Wage to their staff?  One answer is that whoever is 
benefiting from that company’s profits, whether its owners or shareholders, they get a bigger dividend.  So, if  
people on low pay living below the breadline are being given the support they desperately need from money  
collected in taxes, doesn’t that mean that the taxpayers are unwillingly enabling those business owners and people 
with stock portfolios to pocket more money? The average of the top 10 FTSE dividend paying stocks yield in July 
2016 was 6.08%. Where can you get that savings opportunity on the high street? 
 

As Tom Skinner said in his article in the last newsletter “Inequality and poverty are bad for everyone in the long 
run.”  Who could object to a poverty-free, more equal, and fairer society? The economist Charles Kenny, a fellow 
at the Centre for Global Development, said “The big reason poor people are poor is because they don’t have 
enough money.  It shouldn’t come as a huge surprise that giving them money is a great way to reduce that  
problem.”  The project ‘Just give money to the poor’ has been working in countries from Mexico to South Africa 
and Indonesia with the result that they use it wisely - to send their children to school, to start a business and to 
feed their families.  This is challenging the aid industry, its bypassing governments and NGOs and letting the poor 
decide how to use the money.   

 

NB This weekend, December 1st, 2nd and 3rd is the Nationwide Neighbourhood Food Collection  
organised by Fareshare, The Trussell Trust and Tesco. We can make a big difference to some of the  
people struggling to afford to eat in Greater Manchester this winter.  

 
1Institute of Fiscal Studies, Nearly two-thirds of children in poverty live in working families report 
2In the UK 21% of employees are paid less than the two thirds of the median full-time pay. This is higher than all but four  
OECD countries and higher than an OECD average of 16%. (Based on OECD Labour Market Statistics) 

Blog written by 

Chris Bagley 

http://www.oecd.org/dev/pgd/46240619.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/7880


 Community Powered Change: VSNW's Annual Conference 2016  

Monday December 5th, 2016 from 9.30am—5pm  
at the People’s History Museum, Left Bank, Manchester M3 3ER  
 
2016 has been a year of paradoxes for the voluntary, community and social enterprise 
sector. Uncertainties over a new Government, EU funding and advocacy law, have given  
serious worry to colleagues. Yet the paths of direction are now relatively clear. Devolution will continue; with the 
added social impetus provided by inclusive growth and in the North West’s sub-regions, the voluntary, community, 
and social enterprise sector has found its voice, and is understood as critical to the region’s success. This is the  
sector’s chance to assert itself as the driver of change.  
 
Keynote speakers in the morning: Jim McMahon MP, 
Shadow Minister for Communities & Local  
Government and Devolution and Professor  
Ruth Lupton, Head of the Inclusive Growth Analysis 
Unit.  In the afternoon Jonathan Schifferes will be 
talking about the emerging findings of the RSA’s  
Inclusive Growth Commission  and where the VCSE 
sector role is.  There will also be a panel discussion 
‘How will Devolution transform communities?’  
with a panel including Kathy Evans of Children  
England; Neil McInroy from CLES and Cllr  
Jean Stretton who is the Inclusive Growth lead for 
GMCA.  There will also be three workshops.  
 
The event is free to delegates form VCSE  

organisations but you must  book today. 

Fully Funded PhD Scholarship for: Co-producing an agenda for homelessness in Manchester  
 

The project explores the ways in which the Homelessness Charter aims to  
improve the quality and quantity of homelessness services. Using action  
groups, the charter is run on coproduction lines. Using perspectives from  
users, action groups and the partnership board, this project will seek to  
explore how change works across the system. 

The Manchester Metropolitan pledge for research is around evaluation of the charter - specifically the processes of 
change and coproduction. 

How does this charter get translated into action? The overall planned change is to ensure that the current  
patchwork of provision improves ensuring more joined up services with homeless experts, involved in  
development. The Charter affects the way that statutory bodies operate, plan services, respond to need and 
whether co-production gets better outcomes. 

The PhD objectives will be: 

1 To identify a theory of change around coproduction, which is appropriate and allows insight into the  
 Manchester case study and beyond. This will allow an evaluation of how change works across diverse for a 
 such as partnership boards and possibly action groups. 

2 To trace and account for shifting policy and behaviour though good enough evidence (appreciative inquiry, 
 peer learning, data sharing) as coproduced evaluation. This will allow a realistic evidence base to be  
 coproduced. 

3 To track individual stories of success and engage amongst experienced experts 
 

This scholarship covers fees over a 3 year PhD course plus a stipend of approx. £14,296 per year More information 

and to apply. 

The deadline for photos is as for the Conference booking, 5pm 

today, November 30th but if you have just the best photo of  

voluntary action in action sitting on your PC email it (and up to 4 

others) to sam.popper@vsnw.org.uk  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/community-powered-change-vsnws-annual-conference-2016-tickets-28721125660?aff=ehomecard
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/AVO957/fully-funded-phd-scholarship
http://www.jobs.ac.uk/job/AVO957/fully-funded-phd-scholarship


 Forthcoming Events: 
 

Neighbourhood Food Collection 
December 1st, 2nd and 3rd at a Tesco Store near you. 
 
It’s the biggest food drive to help fight hunger in the UK. You 
don’t need super powers to be a hero against hunger, you just 
need to give three hours of your time. In a morning or afternoon you could  
collect enough packets, cans and jars to provide five hundred meals for people 
in need. I’ve done it and its really rewarding.  Time has run out to register but 
contact Fareshare Gtr Manchester (0161 223 8200) to find out more. 

 

The Wizard of Manchester  
The Booth Centre invites you to attend their Christmas pantomime performance 
on 8th and 9th December 2016. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Come along and support our performers who’ve been working hard to devise 
this festive treat for you. Two performances at the Booth Centre on December 
8th at 2.30pm and 6.30pm, each lasting for approximately one hour, please join 
us for refreshments beforehand.   
 

Plus another performance at The Edge Theatre & Arts Centre, in Chorlton 
on Friday 9th December. Click here for more details.  Tickets can be purchased 
for the shows at the Booth Centre here  

 

Toys, Tears and Tinsel 
Wednesday December 14th 2016 from 6 - 8pm at Wood Street Mission, 26 
Wood Street, Manchester, M3 3EF 

A festive look through the archives of  
one of Manchester’s oldest charities 
which has been helping families at  
Christmas time since the 1870s. This is 
part of a series of heritage focused  
activities the charity is undertaking to 
raise awareness about child poverty in the run up to 150th anniversary in 2019.  
The event is free but guests could consider making a donation to Wood Street 
Mission’s Christmas appeal. 

  
 

Christmas Carol Service at Manchester Cathedral 
Monday 19th December 2016 2.00pm until 3.00pm - followed by refreshments 
at Manchester Cathedral, M3 1SX 
 

Join them for a festive celebration and sing along to 
your favourite traditional Christmas Carols. Hear a 
special performance from the Booth Centre  
Streetwise Opera group. This service will celebrate 
the work of homeless services in our city, all  
welcome. There will be a retiring collection in  
support of the Booth Centre. The event is free but 
please email Amy to register or call 0161 835 2499 

Why GM Poverty Action? 
 

In the Recommendations Report of the  
Greater Manchester Poverty  

Commission, 2.4 Maintaining Momentum 
on Poverty called for the formation of a 

Poverty Action Group to help take  
forward the work of the Commission.  

 

A small number of public, private and  
civic sector individuals came together to  
form GMPA. This group has since grown  
to over 700 individuals from more than 
200 organisations plus Local Authorities 
and MPs and an increasing number of 

members of the public. 
 

GMPA is based upon principles of  
cooperation between organisations.  

For more information about  
Greater Manchester Poverty Action  

 

please visit our website, follow us on  
Twitter or visit our Facebook page. 

You can also visit our YouTube channel 
 Community Voices  

 

All these platforms are there to share  
news and opinion from our readers,   
from GM Poverty Action and from  

the community. 
 

We want to celebrate our successes,  
find new ways of working together and  
provide a voice for the people living in  
poverty in our region. But we can only  

do this with your help and support. 
 

For more information or to share your  
news please contact Chris or Peter. 

 

Copies of previous newsletters are  
available on our website  

 

If you would like to contact us or submit 
an article for inclusion in a newsletter 

please get in touch in one of the  
following ways:  

 
Post:  c/o 5th Floor Church House,   

90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH 
 

Or contact our Communications  
Manager: Chris Bagley   

T: 07419 774537    Email  
and we will reply as soon as possible.   

 
NB GMPA does not have full-time dedicated  

administrative support so please do not  
expect an immediate response.  

 

http://www.edgetheatre.co.uk/
http://www.boothcentre.org.uk/christmas-pantomime.html
http://www.justgiving.com/woodstreetmission
http://www.justgiving.com/woodstreetmission
mailto:amy@boothcentre.org.uk?subject=Christmas%20Carol%20Service
http://www.gmpovertyaction.org
https://twitter.com/GMPovertyAction
https://www.facebook.com/GMPovertyAction/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrwKJRsF5w41DIGFluZoutQ
mailto:chris@gmpovertyaction.org
mailto:peter@gmpovertyaction.org
http://www.gmpovertyaction.org
mailto:chris@gmpovertyaction.org

