
GMPA Poverty Monitor 
 

Poverty profile example: Local Authority (Oldham) 

Introduction 

This example aims to assist users in interpreting and presenting statistics from the Greater 

Manchester 2022 Poverty Monitor. We have provided a detailed example of a local 

authority poverty profile for Oldham using the key themes available on the Monitor.  

This example is intended to demonstrate to users how to build a poverty profile for a local 

authority, showing the data that is available and how this can be presented.  

 

 

 

 

Child Poverty Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-child-
poverty/ 

Oldham has both the highest relative and absolute 
child poverty rates (36.2%) and (29.8%) in Greater 
Manchester.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: UK Gov: Department for Work & Pensions 
(StaXplore), March 2021. Children in low-income 
families: local area statistics 2014 to 2020.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/children-in-
low-income-families-local-area-statistics-2014-to-2020 
 

Free school meals 
 
27.10% of pupils in Oldham are eligible for free 
school meals.  
 
 

Source: Data provided by Individual Greater Manchester 
Councils.  
 
 
 
 

Two child limit (the number of households in 
receipt of universal credit or child tax credit, 
affected by the policy to support for a maximum of 
two children, not receiving a child/element for at 
least one children, 2020)  
 
There are 820 households on universal credit and 
1060 households in receipt of child tax credit 
affected by the policy.  

Source:  Department for Work and Pensions and HM 
Revenue & Customs, July 2021, 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics /universal-
credit-and-child-tax-credit-claimants-statistics-related-
to-the-policy-to-provide-support-for-a-maximum-of-2-
children-april-20 
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Housing  Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-housing. 
 

Supporting with housing costs  
 
Oldham has 13,114 households in receipt of the 
Housing element of Universal Credit 
 
Oldham has 9,598 households in receipt of Housing 
Benefit.  
 

Source: DWP June 2021 https://stat-
xplore.dwp.gov.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rent and affordability  
 
In Oldham in 2021, the lower quartile monthly rent 
was £495 this was £100 less than the England 
average. Rent takes up 37.1% of monthly gross 
income for people in the lower quartile for both rent 
and income.  
 
In Oldham in 2021, the lower quartile monthly gross 
income was £1336, this was £60 less than the 
England average.  

Source: ONS Rental Market Statistics & ONS ASHE, 
December 2021.  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommun
ity/housing/datasets/privaterentalmarketsummarystati
sticsinengland.  
 

Homelessness 
 

Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-
homelessness/ 

Homelessness duties (scale and risk of 
homelessness in an area)  
 
Oldham has seen a higher number of duties in the 
third quarter of 2021 (519) compared to the 
second quarter of 2018 (271)  
 
 
 
 

Source: Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
government, February 2022.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/rough-
sleeping-snapshot-in-england-autumn-2021 
 
 

Temporary accommodation  
 
The total number of households in temporary 
accommodation in Oldham has risen considerably 
from the first quarter in 2018/2019 (57) to second 
quarter in 2021/2022 (220).  

Source: LG inform, April 2022. 
https://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-
metric=12891&mod-period=14&mod-
area=E08000001&mod-
group=AllLaInRegion_NorthWest&mod-
type=namedComparisonGroup 
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Education  
 

Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-
education/ 

Educational attainment  
 
Oldham has a lower average than the England 
average of 50.9% for attainment 8 scores 46.2%.  
 
 

Source: Department for Education, November 2021.  
https://explore-education-
statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/key-stage-4-
performance-revised/2019-20 
 

Qualification levels 
 
Highest qualification achieved by those aged 16-
64 in Oldham.  In Oldham, 28% of people aged 
16-64 have achieved a highest educational 
qualification level of NVQ4. This is lower than 
the England wide figure of 43%.  
 
 
7% (Other Qualifications) 
28% (NVQ4)  
23% (NVQ3) 
21% (NVQ2)  
12% (NVQ1)  
9% (No qualifications)  
 

Source: Annual Population Survey, published April 
2022.  
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/datasets/apsnew 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Destinations for academic year ending 2020   
 
Sustained education, apprenticeship or 
employment  (78.5%)  
 
Sustained education (53.1%)  
 
Sustained work (17.6%)  
 
Sustained apprenticeships (7.8%)  
 
Not a sustained destination (16.4%)  
 
Unknown (5.1%)  

Source: Department for Education, October 2021.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/destinati
ons-of-key-stage-4-and-5-students-2020 
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Labour Market  
 

Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-labour-
market/ 

Coverage of the National Minimum Wage/National 
Living wage rates for workers aged 16+, ranked by 
coverage proportion, by local authority in 2021.  
 
Oldham has the highest proportion of workers earning the 
NWM or NLW at 10.5% 
 

Source: Low Pay Commission, March 2021. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/low-
pay-commission  
 
 
 
 

Unemployment rates 
 
In Oldham the unemployment rate (aged 16-64) is 6.2%. 
This is higher than the England rate of 5.1%.  
 
The unemployment rate for females (aged 16-64) is 
almost double the England rate of 4.7% at 8.0%.  
 
The unemployment rate for males is below the England 
rate of 5.4% at 4.4%.  
 

Source: Annual Population Survey, April 2022.  
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual average pay  
 
In Oldham, the annual average pay for residents is 
£23,665 and in the workplace it is £23,211. This is a 
percentage difference of 2%.  
 
This is lower than the England average of £26,192 and 
£26,204.  
 

Source: NOMIS, Annual survey of hours and earnings-
resident analysis and workplace analysis, October 
2021, https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/source/ashe  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fuel, utilities, and food  
 

Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-fuel-
utilities-food/ 

Fuel insecurity 
 
In Oldham, there are a total of 94,405 households. There 
are 14,439 households in fuel poverty. 
 
15.2% of households are classed as living in fuel poverty 

Source: Department for Business, Energy & 
Industrial Energy sub-regional poverty data, April 
2021. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/sub-
regional-fuel-poverty-data-2021 
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Change in average gross pay since 2007 
 
In Oldham since 2007 pay for full time workers has grown 
overtime. However, Oldham has a lower annual gross pay 
of £27,594 compared to the England average of £31,490.  

Source: Annual survey of Hours and Work, October 
2021.  https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ 

 

Social Security  
 

Poverty monitor webpage: 
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-social-
security/.  

Out of work claimants as a proportion of 16-64 year 
old population  
 
Oldham has the highest male out of work claimant rate 
at 8.6%.  
 
The female out of work claimant rate is 6.1% this is 
higher than the England average at 3.6%.  

 
Source: ONS, Claimant Count by Sex and Age,  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmark
et/peoplenotinwork/outofworkbenefits 
 
 
 

Health 
 

Poverty monitor webpage:  
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-
health/ 
 
 

Life expectancy and healthy life expectancy  
 
The average female life expectancy in Oldham is 80.5 
(2018 to 2020).  This is lower than the England average of 
83.1.  
 
The average male life expectancy in Oldham is 77.1. This is 
lower than the England average of 79.4.  
 
 
Oldham’s female healthy life expectancy is 58.1. This is 
lower than the England average of 63.9.  
 
 
Oldham has the lowest healthy life expectancy out of all 
the Greater Manchester boroughs at 56.6.  

Source: ONS, Life Expectancy and healthy life 
expectancy by sex, age and local authority areas in 
the UK, 2011-2013 to 2018 to 2020.  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcom
munity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectanc
ies/bulletins/healthstatelifeexpectanciesuk/2018to2
020.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-social-security/
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-social-security/
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-health/
https://www.gmpovertyaction.org/pm2022-health/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/healthstatelifeexpectanciesuk/2018to2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/healthstatelifeexpectanciesuk/2018to2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/healthstatelifeexpectanciesuk/2018to2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/healthstatelifeexpectanciesuk/2018to2020


GMPA Poverty Monitor 
 

Universal Credit claimants by month  
  
In Oldham in January 2022, there was 32,200 universal 
credit claimants. This is considerably higher than 
January 2018 at 9674.  

Source: DWP, April 2022.  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmark
et/peoplenotinwork/outofworkbenefits 
 
 
 

Council tax support  
 
In Oldham, the number of people receiving council tax 
support for 2021 at working age was 24705 and 
pension age was 9351.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support with housing costs  
 
The number of households in Oldham in receipt of 
Housing Benefit was 9,598 and 13114 in households in 
receipt of the Housing Element UC.  

Source: DWP, June 2021 
 
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/ 

 

 


